BRITISH  EMPIRE   IN  AUSTRALASIA
MEN'S BONNETS IN NEW GUINEA North coast Papuans wear a headdress of black woolly material sewn on to a frontlet of minute beads, fibre breast ornaments, and armlets of boars' tusks and tridacna shell Photo, American Fidd Museum, Chicago
tribes were nearly always at war. Homicide was regarded -by the native code as a mere matter of payment. Indeed, in one case, when a ship-of-war was sent to arrest the native murderers of a European, the murderer himself came on board and tendered the usual compensation of a pig, two spears, and a war club, and was astonished and indignant when his legal tender was rejected and he was put under arrest.
It was Sir William Macgregor who began the practice of converting murderers into policemen. The New Guinea murderer was generally the strongest and most enterprising man of his village. He was sentenced to penal servitude and sent to the gaol in Port Moresby. After a few months of labour on the road, if his conduct was good, his sentence was remitted, he was sworn in as a constable, clothed in uniform,
and sent back to his village to keep order. So proud was he of his new authority, and particularly of his uniform, that he proceeded to rule his village^ with a rod of iron, and in very few cases did he betray the confidence that had been placed in him. In a very few years it became possible for Europeans to travel safely from East Cape to the mouth of the Fly River.
The extraordinary conservatism of the Melanesian need not be enlarged upon, but it is worth noting that the Spanish^ discoverer, Catoira, has left us an elaborate description of the Solomon islander in 1567, and that in no particular, either in language or customs or behaviour, has he changed in the past three and a half centuries.
While the natives prefer their own customs to ours, they are by no means unteachable. In Tonga they have a college of their own with only one European teacher, where they learn history, mathematics, and
JEWELLED    DANDY   OF    PAPUA
His trinkets include ropes of shells on his neck and breast, tortoiseshell ear-rings, and a frontal circlet of small white shells split
and sewn on finely-plaited rattan Photo, American Field Museum, Chicago
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